
Ranked choice voting (RCV) is a popular election reform, used in over 50 locations. Exit 
polls and post-election surveys consistently find that voters like and understand RCV by 
overwhelming margins.

VOTERS LOVE RANKED CHOICE VOTING

Jurisdiction Year Key Stats
Alaska 2022 85% said RCV is simple. 62% supported Alaska’s 

new primary system.

Maine 2018 61% supported keeping or expanding RCV.

Arlington, VA 2024 88% of voters said RCV was easy. 67% supported 
using RCV in future elections.

Boulder, CO 2023 86% said it was easy. 77% were satisfied with their 
voting experience. 

Virginia Republicans 2022 56% who voted in primaries using RCV preferred it 
to single-choice elections.

20 Utah cities 2021 86% were satisfied with their voting experience.  
81% found RCV easy.

Minneapolis, MN 2021 88% of voters found RCV simple. 76% wanted to 
continue using RCV.

New York City 2021 95% found their ballot simple to complete.  
77% supported using RCV in future local elections.

Payson and Vineyard, UT 2019 82% wanted to use RCV again.

Eastpointe, MI 2019 85% found RCV simple.  
70% wanted to keep using it.

Santa Fe, NM 2018 94% were very or somewhat satisfied with RCV.  
71% supported RCV in future elections.

San Francisco, CA 2004 86% understood RCV well during its first use.  
61% preferred RCV over the prior method.

Below is a collection of exit poll results from RCV jurisdictions around the country: 

www.fairvote.org
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Ranked choice voting (RCV) is a popular election reform, used in over 50 
locations. Exit polls and post-election surveys consistently find that voters like 
and understand RCV by overwhelming margins.
    
Below is a collection of exit poll results from RCV jurisdictions around  
the country:

JURISDICTION YEAR KEY STATS

Alaska 2024 84% of voters said RCV is simple.

Maine 2024 82% said RCV is easy.  
57% liked having the ability to rank candidates.

New York City 2025 96% found their ballot simple to complete.  
76% wanted to keep RCV or expand it to general elections.

Charlottesville, VA 2025 89% supported using RCV in future elections.

California Bay 
Area cities 2024 92% understood RCV well.  

70% wanted to keep or expand RCV.

Arlington, VA 2024 88% said RCV was easy.  
67% supported using RCV in future elections.

Portland, OR 2024
Voters preferred RCV to the previous voting method by 
more than a 2-to-1 margin (63%-28%).  
91% understood RCV.

Utah cities 2023
94% were satisfied with RCV.  
82% said it was easy, and 67% said they were more likely to 
vote for their favorite candidate because of RCV.

Boulder, CO 2023 86% said RCV was easy.  
77% were satisfied with their voting experience.

Virginia  
Republicans 2022 56% who voted in primaries using RCV preferred it to single-

choice elections.

Minneapolis, MN 2021 88% found RCV simple.  
76% wanted to continue using RCV.

New York City 2021 95% found their ballot simple to complete.
77% supported using RCV in future local elections.

Utah cities 2021 86% were satisfied with their voting experience.  
81% found RCV easy.

Santa Fe, NM 2018 94% were very or somewhat satisfied with RCV. 
71% supported RCV in future elections.

https://www.alaskansforbetterelections.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2024.12.03_AK_Exit_Poll.pdf
https://www.surveyusa.com/client/PollReportUC.aspx?g=d7f7615d-9c78-4fdb-abc4-06d54ba5d478
https://www.surveyusa.com/client/PollReport.aspx?g=edce291d-d3e8-4bb9-94f2-1c6b5e94975e
https://www.rankedchoiceva.org/news/charlottesville-voters-embrace-ranked-choice-2025
https://fairvote.org/poll-shows-bay-area-voters-like-ranked-choice-voting-and-are-interested-in-proportional-representation/
https://fairvote.org/poll-shows-bay-area-voters-like-ranked-choice-voting-and-are-interested-in-proportional-representation/
https://fairvote.app.box.com/s/53qyfsstooldyi6522vos5njclmhjbkz
https://www.axios.com/local/portland/2025/02/24/ranked-choice-voting-poll?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axioslocal_portland&stream=top
https://www.uvu.edu/herbertinstitute/docs/web_final_an_evaluation_of_the_rcv_pilot_in_utah.pdf
https://fairvote.org/poll-boulder-voters-love-rcv/
https://campaigninnovation.org/research/measuring-the-effects-of-ranked-choice-voting-in-republican-primaries
https://campaigninnovation.org/research/measuring-the-effects-of-ranked-choice-voting-in-republican-primaries
https://fairvotemn.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/RCV-by-the-numbers_Minneapolis.pdf
http://readme.readmedia.com/RANK-THE-VOTE-NYC-RELEASES-EDISON-RESEARCH-EXIT-POLL-ON-THE-ELECTION/17989282?utm_source=newswire&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=media_pr_emails
https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2021/11/15/polling-shows-public/
https://fairvote.app.box.com/v/SantaFeExitReport

